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KATEBHKA AlMO TO AEPOMNAANO KAl 8YMHOHKA AMEZQZX MATI AE MOY APEZEI AYTH
H MOAH. EXEI ATTOTNNIKTIKH ZEZTH, MOAY TZIMENTO KAl AXXHMA KTHPIA. ©A EAETE

KANEIZ OTI MOIAZEI ZTHN ASGHNA.

[ GOT OFT THE PLANE AND REMEMBERED WHAT IT WAS THAT [ HATED ABOUT THIS
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TOWN: IT'S TOO HOT AND IT'S FULL OF CONCRETE AND UGLY BUILDINGS - A BIT

LIKE ATHENS.
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H KaZaunAdvka Sev gival autd nou ol NEPICOOTEPOI NEPIMEVOUV. AgV EXEl JUCTARIO,
ouTe anonveéel poudvtZo. ‘Exouv nepdoel NoAAG xpovia and ToTe Nou 0 XAU@EET
MnéykapT anoxalp€toe Tnv NdAN n onoia PAAOV €xel aANGEE MOAU. Mia kiTpivn
MepoevTég ue okaouéva depuUdTiva KabiouaTta Kal MOAU OKOVN LE UETEQPEPE OTO
Hotel Rivoli. Ekei 6a cuvavtouoa Toug dAoug 40 cuvadérpoug pou, aToua and
OAn TNV Eupdnn. Movadiké koivé onpeio padi Toug n aydnn yia Ta NEPIodIKA

kal n ave&aptnoia and opihoug nou aveBokareBaivouv O XPNUATIOTARIA Kal
eEayopdadovtal and aAoug. lowg n SIKA pag otdon va Gavtadel POUAVTIKA oTny
apinoEevn KalapnAdvka, iowg n ToéAa Tou va KAVEIG €va Neplodiké yia TN Yevid 0ou
va anoTeAel pia abwa anepickewia yia autoug Nou pag k&Aeoav ekel. O opyavwtig
Tou dnpocioypadikou workshop, To “European Cultural Foundation”, dev ivai
napd évag IBILTIKOG 0PYAVIOHOG MOU 0a OKOMd TOU €XEI TNV AVTAAAaYH andwewy
kal dpdoewv PETAEY Twv VEwV NG ynpaidg nngipou. O DivAavddg oikodeondTng, o
Tommi, pag kaAwoodpice oTo lobby Tou Egvodoxeiou. Ta NpwTa Aentd ATav aunxava,
dnpooioypdpol and SeKAdES DIAPOPETIKES XWPEG TOU XAPTN, CUCTACEIG, XAUOYEAQ
oTa NEAGCWNA MoU avayvwpIZeg and NPoNYoUUEVES TUXAIEG CUVEUPECEIQ OTNV
Eupwynn. To npwyto deinvo oto Ivotirouto ©epRAavTeg, To onoio 6a pIAogevoUse TG
€NOUEVEG PEPEG TO workshop, ritav evBappuvTikd. O avacToAEG eEavepioTnkav

JE Aiya MoThpIa KPAGT Kall IE TOUG AXOUG JIAG EVIUNWOIOKNAG POK-EBVIK undvrag. O1
JEPEG Nou akoAouBnoay NTav YEUATEG and NAPOUCIACEIQ (POPEWY, KAANTEXVWY,

kar dnpioupywv and noAd evdiapépovta epyactnpia. Ti wpaia, okEPTnka. Na
oudnTdg yia Tn doUAEId cou, yia auTd nou ayandg, va SIapwVeig, va unepacni¢ecal,
va akoUg, va NMPOTEIVEIG kal va anoAauBAveIg TN napéa EEvwv -Oe E0éva-
avBpwnwv NoAU pakpid and v ABrva kail Tnv kaBnpepivaTnTd cou. Kal kanwg €10l
dnpioupyrnBnkav VEEQ PINEG, KANWG €TOI NIVAUE TO ANAYOPEUUEVO AAKOOA, OTAVAUE
aubodpunTa NAETU, KAVApE Toug djs Je ipods kKal xopeUape we To Npwi. Kal Atav
nepiepyo nou népa and Toug “Klaxons” kai Toug “J.U.S.T.I.C.E”, n poucikn nou pag
€kave OAoUG va onkwBoUpe and Ta Tpanédia NTav N JOUCIKA AuTAG TNG NOANG, O
VTONIOG EKOTATIKOG PUBUOG TNG APPIKNG. MNapaAnpnua.

e uia and Tig BOATES pag otnv nio underground kal AiyGTEPO TOUPIOTIKA unaibpia
ayopd TG NoANg o GivAavddg Roope kai o Zounddg Tomas pou NpdTEVaY Va
KAVOUE pIa oTéoN € €va Kageveio. ‘Hniape Todil Péviag kal XaleUape Toug
nepacTikoug. AMAa pag kaBoTav évag HEONNIKAG NwANTAG Tolydpwy. Edive éva
TOlYApO Kal énaipve éva vripdp. Mou kal Nou NPOCEPEPE TOV avantipa Tou, OTIyIaia.
Or neAdreg dvapav To PONIG ayOpaoUEVO TOYAPO TOUG KAl TOU TOV ENECTPEPAV.

Ta pnAe Tou PdTia koitoUoav oTo Kevo, Tinota dev unopouce va Tov Tapdéel. Eva
TOIYAPO, éva vTipdu. Tooo anAd. Kai 61av TEAEIwVE To NAKETO, AVOIVE €va KavoUpIo.
H KaapnAdvka polddel noAU pe v ABriva. H SouAeid pou Yoidlel MoAU e TNV
Souleld Twv GMwv. Kai n Zéotn eivai idia, o kKABe ndAN.

www.eurocult.org
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Casablanca is not what most people imagine. There's no mystery or romance
about it. It's been many years since Humphrey Bogart said goodbye to a city that
has changed a great deal since. A yellow Mercedes with leather seats torn from
the heat and tons of dust took me to Hotel Rivoli. It was there that I would meet
another 40 colleagues from around Europe; our only common ground would be
a love for magazines and our independence from financial groups that feature
in the stock market. Perhaps our take on things might seem romantic to the
inhospitable Casablanca, perhaps the madness of doing a magazine for your
generation is no more than an innocent whim for those who invited us there. The
European Cultural Foundation were the organizers of this journalistic workshop
and are no more than a private organization with the aim of the supporting the
exchange of ideas between the young people of Europe. Tommi our Finnish
host welcomed us in the hotel lobby, the first few minutes were uneasy, tens

of journalists from different countries, introductions, smiles on faces that were
familiar from similar events. The first dinner in the Cervantes Institute that would
host the workshop in the next few days was encouraging. Initial hang ups were
swept away after a few glasses of wine soundtracked by an impressive ethnic
rock band.

The following days were jam packed with presentations of different bodies,
artists and many interesting workshop sessions. How nice I thought to myself,
talking passionately about what you love the most, disagreeing, defending

your ideas, listening, proposing others and enjoying the company of strangers
far away from your daily Athenian routine. New friendships were forged while
drinking the forbidden alcohol, throwing impromptu parties and DJing from

our iPods until the early hours of the morning — and what was strange was that
apart from the “Klaxons” and “J.U.S.T.I.C.E" what got each of us moving was the
ecstatic local African music.

In one of our walks in the less commercial parts of town Roope from Finland
and Tomas from Sweden invited me to stop off at a local cafe. We drank tea and
gazed at passers by. Right next to us was a middle-aged cigarette seller. He
would give one cigarette and take one dirham; at times he offered a light to his
clients. His blue eyes were fixed on an emptiness that nothing could disturb; one
cigarette, one dirham, as simple as that. When the packet ran out he opened a
new one. Casablanca is a lot like Athens. My work is just like other people's work
and the heat is the same in every city.
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